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ABSTRACTS

Jaime García Amaral and Javier Basulto Poot, Mexico and
Europe: Evolution and Perspectives of a Multi-lineal Relationship
This article discusses the most significant breakthroughs in relations between Mexico and Europe over the last decade. Among these
are the strengthening of Mexico’s ties with each of the European
States; the following of official channels of communication with the
European Union (EU), the Council of Europe (CoE) and the European
Free Trade Association (EFTA), and Mexico’s active participation in
the bi-regional dialog between Europe-Latin America and the Caribbean. The authors proceed to focus on aspects related to the process
of internal reorganization in Europe and possible institutional transformations within the EU; the strengthening of the role of the Russian Federation on the global arena; the forging of transatlantic ties,
particularly between the EU and the United States, and, finally, the
evolution of the world economy, factors that Mexico needs to take
into account to consolidate its position as a privileged partner of
Europe.

José Antonio Sanahuja, Latin America, the Agrarian Question and Trade Negotiations with the United States and the
European Union. A Crisis of Hope or the Death of an Illusion?
In this article, the author weighs up the trade negotiations and
agreements Latin America has entered into with the United States
and the European Union since the nineties and examines the consequences of a unilateral easing of restrictions on trade, the difficulties
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Latin American countries have experienced in gaining access to foreign markets and obstacles to the opening of the farming sector to
trade. By way of precedent, Sanahuja refers to the series of economic
reforms known as the Washington Consensus, which were implemented by these nations. The author goes on to look at the expectations
these reforms raised and the unsatisfactory results they produced
for Latin America. He then concludes that the agrarian question is
one of the main hurdles in negotiations to guarantee Latin America
secure access to its major export markets, such as the United States
and the European Union.

Alfredo Pérez Bravo and Iván Roberto Sierra Medel, Malaysia’s
Strategy for Economic Growth with Social Equity
This essay examines the public policies Malaysia has been implementing since 1969, policies that have succeeded in boosting percapita income, contributed to the country’s insertion into the world
economy, helped reduce poverty and encouraged a fairer distribution
of wealth. The authors begin by looking at the critical situation Malaysia found itself in at the end of the seventies. This is followed by a
detailed analysis of the factors that have contributed to the country’s
development and the medium-term strategy (2020 Vision) implemented by the Malaysian government with a view to increasing its
competitiveness. The authors conclude that the main factors behind
economic growth with social equity in Malaysia have been the continuity of objectives by its various governments over the last three decades, the strengthening of competitive capacities by means of a
policy of diversification, and a successful balance between internal
and external dynamics that translates into real economic benefits.
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Guillermo Ordorica Robles and Jacqueline Morán Rosas, The
Caspian Sea: Disputed Interests
The Caspian Sea is currently the spotlight of global concerns, due to
the economic and geopolitical significance of the region. In this article, the authors explain why the area is of such importance, the
unique legal situation of the Caspian and the stances its neighboring
States —Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan—
have assumed. In the nineties, westerners began to take an interest
in the region and the authors discuss the steps taken by the governments involved in the dispute to strengthen their respective positions. Under such a scenario, conclude the authors, restoring stability to the region can only be achieved by means of a reconciliation
between East and West, which will also depend on the evolution of
the international oil market and its repercussions on the world
economy.

Lilia Bermúdez Torres, The Challenges Facing the Hemisphere in the Area of Security
This article reflects on the challenges facing the hemisphere in
terms of security, based on the diagnoses and progress that has been
made in this area by the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the
Organization of American States and the new scenario that has
arisen in the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11. In her
essay, the author contrasts the positions of Mexico and the United
States, a country in which substantial changes have taken place
since the coming to office of its current administration. Bermúdez
concludes that, in light of the forthcoming Special Conference on Security, reforms to the hemispheric security system need to be consolidated, while a multidimensional approach to the subject and a spirit
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of cooperation need to be encouraged in order to avoid a militarist
line of action being taken.

Joseph Hodara, Israel versus Palestine: A Never-ending Conflict? Factors and Perspectives
This text explores the principal facets of a conflict that has been affecting the Middle East for more than a century. The author takes a
critical look at the situation and puts forward four hypotheses relating to the cultural clash between Israelis and Palestinians. These
hypotheses, which transcend ideological differences and armed confrontation, are: the existential panic that has invaded both peoples
and that can be traced back to the Holocaust in the case of Israel and
to the Nakba or catastrophe of 1948 in the case of Palestine; the
armed conflict as something functional and tragically useful to both
sides; political theology and religious principles as predominant elements in the conflict, and, finally, the emergence of a collective
trauma, which, paradoxically, could bring about the restoration of
rationality and the reinstatement of peace.

Lydie Polfer, The European Union and Mexico: Partners in
Regional Integration
The integration of Mexico and Luxembourg into regional blocs on
their respective continents is the subject of this essay. The author
outlines the main features of the economies of Mexico and Luxembourg and finds a common denominator: the Free Trade Agreement
signed by Mexico and the European Union, which has already borne
its first fruits. Polfer goes on to discuss what, in her opinion, are the
advantages and drawbacks of free trade and concludes by referring
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to the upcoming Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organization as an extremely important forum for sharing enriching experiences and coming up with solutions to the problems inherent to free
trade.

Vasile Dan, The Legacy of the Rumanian Diplomat Nicolae
Titulescu: The Architect of Relations between Rumania, Europe and Latin America
Immersed in the academic and political life of his country, the diplomat Nicolae Titulescu left an invaluable legacy to the world. In his
paper, Vasile Dan discusses the issues Titulescu worked on during
his years in the diplomatic service: peace, disarmament, an international code of ethics and the universality of the international relations
system. Based on the premise that relationships should be built
“from a national to a regional level, moving toward the universal,”
Titulescu became the architect of relations between Rumania, Europe and Latin America, a relationship that was also based on affinities
between these regions in terms of language, history and civilization.
In today’s world, plagued by extreme poverty, drug trafficking, environmental pollution and AIDS, Titulescu’s doctrine remains poignantly
relevant.

José Antonio Moreno Ruffinelli, Paraguay’s Foreign Policy
Some of the most relevant aspects of Paraguay’s foreign policy are
analyzed in this text, namely specific objectives such as the expansion of trade and the opening of the country to external markets; the
strengthening of democracy and integration processes; the development of transportation, energy, communications and information
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technology infrastructure; the improvement of educational standards by providing incentives for international cooperation and assistance; Paraguay’s contribution to the creation of a safe, equitable
and peaceful world order, where sustainability is a prime concern, and
the promotion of mechanisms that encourage dialog and consultation with organizations representing society.

